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THE DECREE OF THE PRESIDENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN
ON THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN
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May 28, 2008 is the day when the 90th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan will be celebrated. Regaining independence in 
1991, the present Republic of Azerbaijan, adopted the Flag, Emblem, and Anthem of 
the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan as its political successor. May 28, 1918 – the 
day when the Declaration of Independence was proclaimed, is nowadays celebrated as 
a Republic Day.  

The first parliamentary republic in the Muslim East – the Democratic Republic of 
Azerbaijan, granting life to ancient statehood traditions of our people, created 
conditions for establishment of modern state institutions. The history of establishment 
of our national parliamentarism dates back to December 7, 1918, when the first 
meeting of the Azerbaijani Parliament was held. 

The establishment of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan was the logical 
consequence of the developments taking place in the complex historical period and the 
result of the national revival of the Azerbaijani people. As a result of the process 
founded by Abbasgulu aga Bakikhanov, Mirza Fatali Akhundov, Hasan bey Zardabi, 
Jalil Mammadguluzade and other prominent figures, modern-type  theatres, schools, 
and media were established in the country, having a great impact on the formation of 
national self-identity. The fact that Baku became an oil capital created conditions for 
creation of the strata of national entrepreneurs and intelligentsia who graduated from 
leading universities of the world. Many unforgettable pages of our history were written 
in this period, as the involvement of Alimardan bey Topchubashov and other 
representatives of intelligentsia in political processes, their election to the State Duma 
and participation in organizing and structuring the Muslims of Russia. 

The elimination of the Tsarist regime in Russia, the February and October 
revolutions, consequences of the First World War and a number of other factors turned 
the Caucasus into the square of confrontation for various political forces.  The interest 
of the world’s powerful States in the Baku oil particularly deteriorated the situation. 

The very first decree of the Republic, proclaimed in a very complex situation, 
provided equal rights to all the citizens of the country, regardless to their ethnicity, 
religion, social status and sex. Every page in the history of the Democratic Republic 
of Azerbaijan, which could only survive for 23 months, is extremely valuable for all 
Azerbaijanis. In this period of history, there were developments filling our souls with 
the sense of pride alongside the mistakes leading to nationwide tragedies.  

Steps taken by the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, such as adopting its State 
attributes and building the state and military forces, formation of economic, cultural, 
educational and healthcare systems were of vital importance for our nation. One of the 
important successes of the Republic was the recognition of Azerbaijan as an 
independent State in the Paris Peace Conference on January 11, 1920. However, the 
political, economic and social crisis in the country was strengthening as a result of 
hampering the delivery of its oil to the foreign markets. Besides, the chaos and anarchy 
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prevailing in the Parliament and confrontation with the Armenian armed detachments 
in Garabagh and Zangazur were deepening day by day as well. Hard living conditions 
of the majority of the population created favorable conditions for the Bolshevik 
propaganda. Living circumstances of more than 150 thousand Azerbaijanis, who fled 
as refugees from the Iravan province after conferring it to the Armenians as a capital 
city, were very strenuous. In this situation, the adoption of the Bolshevik ultimatum in 
the last meeting of the Parliament resulted with the April occupation. 

The April occupation doomed part of the leaders of the Democratic Republic of 
Azerbaijan to emigrate, as did Mammadamin Rasulzade; the part including people like 
Fatali khan Khoyski and Hasan bey Agayev became victims of Armenian terrorism; 
the remaining part of the leaders were exposed to the purges. 

The second republic - Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic was established on April 
28, 1920.  This Republic, which could preserve its independence for two years was 
able to maintain merely the formal attributes of its independence after joining the 
composition of the USSR in 1922. Only the fourth republic, which substituted it, 
established the idea of independence and was able to behave as the full owner of all 
wealth, including the oil reserves of Azerbaijan.  

Although many monumental works, including a 2-volume encyclopedia, describing 
the history of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan have been published, a huge 
number of documents related to this period of our history are being kept in the archives 
of foreign countries and waiting for their researchers. 

Taking into  consideration that the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan occupies a 
special place in the history of the national statehood in our country, I hereby decree: 

1. The 90th anniversary of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan shall be widely 
celebrated in the Republic. 

2. The Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall develop 
and implement the action plan devoted to the 90th anniversary of the Democratic 
Republic of Azerbaijan jointly with the Ministry of Education of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences. 

3. The Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be recommended to hold a 
special meeting dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the establishment of the Parliament 
of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan. 

4. The Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall resolve the issues 
deriving from this Decree. 

Ilham Aliyev
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Baku, February 15, 2008. 
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In the Decree signed by the President Ilham Aliyev on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the 
Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, it has been recommended to hold a special meeting of the Milli Majlis 
dedicated to this important date. Based on the recommendations made in this document, the leadership of 
the Milli Majlis started organizing various events. The presentation of the book entitled “Heydar Aliyev is 
the founder of the modern Azerbaijani Parliament”, which was devoted to the 85th anniversary of the nation-
al leader Heydar Aliyev and the 90th anniversary of the Parliament of our country became the starting point 
for the jubilee events. “The Parliament Cup-2008” football tournament added special motley to the list of 
these events. Furthermore, the special edition of the “Milli Majlis” journal dedicated to the 90th anniversary 
of the Azerbaijani Parliament was published. The special session of the Milli Majlis held on the 90th anni-
versary of the Azerbaijani Parliament was the culmination point of the celebrations. 

The leadership of the Milli Majlis mobilized all the possibilities to hold the special meeting at the highest 
level. It was planned to hold such a meeting that would become a deserved contribution to the history of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament.  For this reason, invitations were sent to the parliaments of various countries of the 
world and international organizations.  Ultimately, on June 17, foreign guests started arriving to Baku. 9 
Chairmen and 18 deputy chairmen, as well as 102 MPs from various Parliaments, and 4 representatives of 
international parliamentary organizations, alongside with the members of the diplomatic corps accredited in 
Baku attended the meeting to share the joy of the holiday with us. 

All arrangements, starting from meeting the guests at the Heydar Aliyev international airport till organiz-
ing the rich and interesting trip programs for them during their stay in our country, were aimed at reflecting 
the Azerbaijani hospitality at the highest level. The Milli Majlis successfully fulfilled this important mission 
and the event became an immense contribution to the history of the Azerbaijani Parliament. For this reason, 
the next edition of the “Milli Majlis” journal is dedicated to the solemn ceremony related to the 90th anni-
versary of the Azerbaijani Parliament held by the Milli Majlis on June 19, 2008.
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The solemn ceremony held on June 19, 2008 dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani 
Parliament commenced with the visit to the grave of the national leader Heydar Aliyev. 
The chairmen, deputy chairmen of the Parliaments of  foreign countries, members of the 

Parliamentary delegations, ambassadors of  foreign countries to Azerbaijan and other guests 
paying visit to the Alley of Honor,  commemorated  the great leader Heydar Aliyev 



2008 / Jubilee edition / Milli Majlis / 9



10 / Milli Majlis / Jubilee edition / 2008



2008 / Jubilee edition / Milli Majlis / 11

Afterwards, the participants of the ceremony visited the Alley of Martyrs. The guests laid 

the freedom, independence and territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. They also put 
wreaths on the monumental “Eternal Fire” Memorial complex.
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Prior to the sol-
emn ceremony, the 
chairmen of the 
Parliaments, getting 
familiarized with 
the personal and 
political life of the 
great leader Heydar 
Aliyev in his Me-
morial Hall situated 
in the building of 
the Milli Majlis, 
put their cordial 
words in the visi-
tors’ book.  
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THE SOLEMN MEETING OF THE MILLI MAJLIS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN DEDICATED TO THE 90th

ANNIVERSARY OF THE AZERBAIJANI PARLIAMENT
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The participants of 
the solemn meeting 
dedicated to the 
90th anniversary 
of the Azerbaijani 
Parliament met 
Ilham Aliyev, 
President of the 
Republic of 
Azerbaijan who 
entered the confer-
ence hall of the 
Milli Majlis with 
applause. The jubi-
lee event started 
with the National 
Anthem of the 
Republic of 
Azerbaijan. Then 
the chairman of the 
Milli Majlis Ogtay
Asadov made the 
opening speech:
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Dear Ladies and gentlemen,
We welcome wholeheartedly Honorable Mr.

Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in the Milli Mejlis.

Distinguished Members of Parliaments, on the 
occasion of the 90th anniversary of the parliament 
of Azerbaijan I sincerely congratulate all of you 
and wish you robust health and successes in your 
activity!

I say “welcome” to the chairmen of parliaments 
of foreign countries, parliamentary delegations, 
representatives of the international organizations 
and to all the guests who have arrived in Baku for 
participating in the 90th anniversary of the Parliament 
of Azerbaijan. Nine Chairmen of Parliaments, eigh-
teen Deputy Chairmen, one hundred and two mem-
bers of parliaments, representatives from four 
international parliamentary organizations, as well 
as from diplomatic corpse of foreign states accred-
ited in Baku today share with us our joy. Generally 
speaking, the geography of the countries repre-
sented here by our guests covers the area from 

Indonesia to Canada.
The establishment of the legislative body that 

was very much similar to the contemporary model 
of parliamentarism played an exceptional role in 
the history of my people’s destiny. Despite the fact 
that it existed for only 17 months during the years 
of 1918-1920, our first parliament could make 
valuable contributions to the future of Azerbaijan. 
The enormous work undertaken by this parliament 
laid the legal foundation of the Democratic Republic 
of Azerbaijan, which was the first Democratic state 
in the East. State flag and hymn of the state were 
approved, mother tongue was declared as the state 
language. Namely this parliament was among the 
first in the world and for the first time in the East 
granted suffrage to women. State building, the 
adopted legislative acts regulating the economic, 
social, cultural and military spheres created an 
opportunity for the efficient functioning of the 
state. Delegates of all political forces and various 
ethnic groups that lived at that time in Azerbaijan 
were represented in the parliament.



2008 / Jubilee edition / Milli Majlis / 19

All these demonstrated the new phase of devel-
opment of parliamentarianism traditions in the 
lives of the Azerbaijani people. As is known, dur-
ing different times thirteen Azerbaijanis were 
elected as MPs to the State Duma of that time, 
which was the first representative body of the Tsar 
Russia, and they closely participated in its activi-
ty.

During the time when Azerbaijan was part of the 
Soviet Union, the legislative body mainly known 
and functioned as Supreme Soviet had limited 
authorities. However, even in such a condition the 
people of Azerbaijan could keep parliamentarian-
ism traditions from disappearing. 

After restoring its state independence in 1991, 
only thanks to the return of national leader Heydar 
Aliyev to power in 1993 my people could get rid 
of the crisis and turmoil period, left the fragile 
situation behind and entered the phase of stability 
and development, gained the real state indepen-
dence. The modern Parliament of Azerbaijan also 
was established under the leadership of Heydar 
Aliyev. The national leader led the parliament for 
four months before he was elected as President of 
the country in October of 1993. Heydar Aliyev’s 
activity as Chairman of the Parliament of Azerbaijan 
played an exceptional role in the development of 
the parliamentarianism traditions in our country. 
Later on he always took good care of the legisla-
tive body, kept his focus upon the issues of build-
ing and developing the parliament.

The modern parliament has been formed on the 
basis of the Constitution developed under the lead-
ership of Heydar Aliyev. It has already been for 13 
years that the Milli Mejlis of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan has been successfully conducting its 
responsibilities as the legislative power. Parliament 
has created and improved the up-to-date legislative 
base of our state.

From 1995 till now the Milli Mejlis has adopted 
more than 2500 laws and resolutions regulating 
various fields in the country. Moreover, I have to 
note that the laws adopted in the parliament have 
been developed in accordance with the highest 
standards of the international organizations we 
have acceded to by incorporating the national val-
ues. This is our way chosen consciously and we 
continue this work.

The Parliament of Azerbaijan functions on the 
basis of the rules of procedure available in the 
modern democratic states. The Milli Mejlis always 
keeps focus upon its responsibilities arising from 

the interests of the people and state, and is engaged 
in making the truths of Azerbaijan known to the 
world community. The legal mechanism of the 
political, economic, legal, social reforms and of 
the democratization process taking place in the 
country henceforth is being developed.

The Milil Mejlis attaches special importance to 
the enlargement of international relations. The leg-
islative body of the country is the member of the 7 
international parliamentary organizations, and 
closely cooperates with a number of parliamentary 
organizations, including the European Parliament, 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly and Baltic 
Parliamentary Assembly.

The development of the bi-lateral relations is 
specially focused. Parliamentary friendship groups 
covering the parliaments of more than 70 countries 
have been established in the Milli Mejlis. Members 
of these groups keep close contacts with their col-
leagues in the foreign countries, conduct mutual 
visits and have an exchange of experience. All 
these, promote fostering close ties among the 
countries and demonstrate the successes of the 
people’s diplomacy. 

Dear ladies and gentlemen,
The State of Azerbaijan has been established on 

the basis of the principle of division of power. We 
can say with a feeling of pride that there is a very 
good relationship between the Parliament and the 
President. The President is the initiator of more 
than 80 per cent of the draft laws adopted in the 
parliament. We are convinced that these relations 
will further continue in this spirit too.

The honorable Mr.President was Member of 
Parliament for 8 years. He was closely involved in 
the daily activity of the Milli Mejlis as he was 
aware of its problems. Owing to his good knowl-
edge about the Milli Mejlis he is attaching great 
attention and support to the legislative body. 
Availing myself of the opportunity of the Honorable 
Mr. President’s presence here I am pleased to 
express my gratitude to him for this attention and 
support, and wish him further successes in his 
valuable activity. 

The Milli Mejlis supports the activity of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan vis-à-vis 
the peaceful settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan, 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict on the basis of norms 
and principles of international law and hopes for 
the settlement of this conflict. 

Distinguished guests, I thank you all for being 
together with us on this solemn day.
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Distinguished parliamentarians and dear 
guests!

Ladies and gentlemen! 
I would like to sincerely greet all of you on 

this wonderful day and welcome our guests. 
Today is a very important day in the history of 

Azerbaijan. We are celebrating the 90th anniver-
sary of the Azerbaijani Parliament, establishment 
of which was truly a very important and histori-
cal event. Last month, we had another significant 
event, the 90th anniversary of the Democratic 
Republic of Azerbaijan, widely celebrated in the 
country. The establishment of the Democratic 
Republic of Azerbaijan was a world-wide his-
torical event, as it was the first democratic repub-
lic established in the Muslim world and entire 
East. Due to various reasons, this republic could 
not survive for a long time. Two years after the 
establishment, the Democratic Republic of 
Azerbaijan collapsed and the Azerbaijani nation 
was deprived of independence again.  

We are familiar with our history very well and 
we also know that there was a chance for this 
bitter history to recur in the early 1990s; to be 
more precise, it recurred. When Azerbaijan 
became an independent republic as a result of the 
collapsy of the Soviet Union and the Azerbaijani 
people regained their independence, the socio-
political processes going on in the country were 
extremely complicated and strenuous, so the des-
tiny of the young state was not yet certain. It was 
due to the reason that the developments taking 
place inside and outside of the country had led 
Azerbaijan to a very difficult situation. On the 
one hand, the undeclared war of Armenia against 
Azerbaijan and on the other hand, the political 
and economic crisis taking place in the country 
made the situation particularly tense. In such a 
knotty and complex situation the Azerbaijani 

people made the right choice. 
In 1993, the people of Azerbaijan could pre-

serve their independence by appealing to the 
national leader Heydar Aliyev and bringing him 
back to the political power. We defended and 
reinforced our independence, and today 
Azerbaijan is moving successfully forward in the 
way of strengthening its sovereignty. The 
Azerbaijani Parliament played a role of utmost 
importance in all these actions. Since, the foun-
dation of the new, independent and strong 
Azerbaijani State was laid down namely in this 
building. 

A few days ago, we widely celebrated the 
National Day of Salvation. Since June 15, 1993, 
when Heydar Aliyev was elected as the Chairman 
of the Azerbaijani Parliament, the situation in our 
country started changing for the better. All 
unpleasant events have been hindered. Illegal 
armed detachments have been neutralized. Public 
order has been restored, stability established and 
hereby excellent conditions have been created in 
Azerbaijan for the overall development. 

Nevertheless, before all that happened,  in the 
period when Azerbaijan was not independent, the 
Parliament of the Nakhchivan Autonomous 
Republic chaired by Heydar Aliyev announced 
the 3-color flag of the Democratic Republic of 
Azerbaijan its National Flag. During this period, 
Azerbaijan was not independent yet; it was still 
in the composition of the Soviet Union. However, 
the historical decision taken in Nakhchivan 
brought us closer to our independence. In all 
other decisive moments, the unity existing 
between the people and Heydar Aliyev could 
honorably rescue Azerbaijan from difficult situa-
tions.

Today, our country is developing successfully. 
Alongside with this, parliamentarism traditions 

THE SPEECH OF ILHAM ALIYEV, PRESIDENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN IN THE SOLEMN MEETING 

OF THE MILLI MAJLIS DEDICATED TO THE 90th

ANNIVERSARY OF THE AZERBAIJANI PARLIAMENT
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are being established in the country as well. The 
Azerbaijani Parliament is developing its interna-
tional relations and today, in this event, we can 
witness it in the example of guests coming from 
various countries.  We see that Azerbaijan is rap-
idly integrating into the world community; all 
the branches of power are functioning as an uni-
fied team and they have unified for a single goal. 
This goal is strengthening the Azerbaijan’s state 
independence, further developing the country 
and including it into the rows of the developed 
countries.  

We have set this goal as an immense and 
responsible task before ourselves. However, 10 
or 15 years ago we had to deal with other duties. 
At that time, we were thinking about how to pull 
out Azerbaijan from the serious and difficult situ-
ation existing then; how to prevent the economic 
decline; how to carry out political and economic 
reforms. All those things were innovations for us. 
Azerbaijan, as a young independent state, had 
various development directions to pick. Time 
shows, that the way chosen by the great leader 
Heydar Aliyev was the only right way. This way 
means that Azerbaijan should rapidly integrate 
into the world community. Development of 
Azerbaijan should be secured at the expense of 
internal resources; the country should reasonably 
use its natural resources and strengthen its nation-
al interests to a maximum extent. It also means 
that Azerbaijan should have the strong economic 
capacity. Today, having a look back at our histo-
ry, we can observe that all the key duties standing 
before the country at the most difficult and cru-
cial moments have been successfully executed. 

Today, Azerbaijan is in the stage of develop-
ment. The political and economic reforms are 
being successfully carried out in our country. 
Once again I would like to state that I highly 
appreciate the activities of the Milli Majlis in this 
field. Azerbaijan has joined several very impor-
tant international agreements and conventions. 
Progressive laws aimed at strengthening the 
political system and deepening the economic 
reforms in Azerbaijan are being adopted. It 
should be taken into consideration that although 
the Azerbaijani nation has very ancient and rich 
history and culture, it never had any political 
system in the past. We began political reforms 
only after regaining our independence and took 

all necessary measures during a very short period 
of history. Political system and political institu-
tions have been established and reinforced in 
Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan is cooperating very suc-
cessfully with the international organizations on 
the basis of the mutual respect. Once more, I 
would like to stress that the decisions taken by 
the Milli Majlis play a very special role in the 
field of economy, solution of social issues and 
deepening political reforms. I am very glad that 
all the branches of power are making their contri-
bution to the development of our country. 

Today, there are new responsibilities and chal-
lenges standing before us, so we have to be pre-
pared to undertake all of them. First of all, I 
would like to reiterate that Azerbaijan will con-
tinue its independent policy. This policy serves 
protection of the national interests of Azerbaijan 
and improvement of the welfare of its popula-
tion. Positive development of political processes, 
formation of the civil society in Azerbaijan, 
strengthening of the unity between the govern-
ment and the people - all these factors create 
favorable conditions for comprehensive develop-
ment of our country. 

It is clear that development of any country is 
not possible unless there is stability there. At the 
same time, if we look at the history or present 
situation of the developed countries, we can see 
that stability exists in those countries which 
mean that these two factors are complementary 
to each other. I am very delighted that we could 
achieve both development and stability in 
Azerbaijan at the highest level. I am convinced 
that in forthcoming years we will accomplish all 
the goals and targets that we have set before us.

We have to convert Azerbaijan into a strong 
state. This task was identified certain years ago 
and we are successfully advancing towards this 
goal. Economic reforms carried out in Azerbaijan 
are yielding results. We have been the most rap-
idly developing country in the world during the 
last four years. In the course of these years, the 
GDP growth in Azerbaijan has reached 96% 
which has no-analogue in the world. 

Along with this, the social reforms success-
fully carried out in Azerbaijan bring positive 
results too. The welfare of the Azerbaijani peo-
ple is improving year after year. The poverty 
line, which is the indicator of it, has sharply 
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declined. The level of poverty which decreased 
from 49% down to 16% during the recent four 
years indicates that all the decisions taken by us, 
the political and economic reforms carried out, 
and the successful oil policy pursued were 
aimed, first of all, at improving the well-being of 
the Azerbaijani people. The stratification pro-
cess characterizing some societies in the world is 
not going on in Azerbaijan. On the contrary, a 
very strong middle class, the class of entrepre-
neurs, which is in the permanent focus of atten-
tion, is forming and developing in the country. 
Today more than 80% of the country’s economy 
is formed in the private sector. Despite the fact 
that the energy resources consisting the major 
part of the country’s economy are under the con-
trol of the state, the private sector is developing 
rapidly. 

Beatification-construction works carried out 
in the regions, generation of new jobs, and suc-
cessful implementation of the 5-year State 
Program on the Development of Regions are 
among our significant achievements. Today, the 
tendency to emigrate from the rural areas to the 

center has drastically decreased. Nowadays, the 
most modern infrastructural development is tak-
ing place in the regions in all fields, including 
healthcare, education, and transportation to 
improve the living standards of the population. 
We are converting our natural resources into 
human capital by using them efficiently.

One of the main priorities today is to provide 
good education to the present and future genera-
tions in Azerbaijan, as well as, join the processes 
going on in the world and integrate into the world 
community preserving our national traditions. 

The Azerbaijani people thrived towards inde-
pendence throughout the centuries.  The country 
was included in the composition of various states 
in various periods of history. However, we have 
not lost our national features. Why? For the rea-
son that we have been able to preserve our 
mother tongue, our culture, and develop our lit-
erature and national traditions. These are the 
main prerequisites of the national identity of 
each nation.

Generally, the Azerbaijani society approaches 
all the reforms carried out in the country with 
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great sympathy. Otherwise, none of the reforms 
would have importance. In some societies, par-
ticularly those experiencing the transition period, 
economic reforms cause deterioration to the liv-
ing conditions of people. Nonetheless, we have 
not observed this in Azerbaijan since the number 
of the poor has decreased rather than increased. 
On the other hand, our strong social policy is 
based on the successful economic reforms. 
Without creating the economic potential, we 
wouldn’t be able to implement the social pro-
grams. I would like to add that we can rely only 
on our own capacity. We have been able to 
achieve good results since the day we regained 
our independence only through the hard working 
and due diligence of the Azerbaijani people.  

Today we can say with the sense of pride that 
the budget expenditures in Azerbaijan have risen 
for more than 10 times during the last four years 
the amount of. Our currency reserves are increas-
ing and will reach approximately USD 20 billion 
by the end of the year. This is a great advantage, 
a huge opportunity for us. We have to use these 
opportunities very efficiently. We should develop 
all the sectors of economy in Azerbaijan. We 
have to diversify our economy to provide com-

fortable life to the present and future generations 
of Azerbaijani people in the long term, through-
out decades. The future generations should be 
brought up in the spirit of patriotism and I am 
very glad that today we can clearly see it. 

To ensure a happy future for the upcoming 
generations we should start taking necessary 
actions today. Once again, I would like to empha-
size the role of the Milli Majlis in this field. As 
you are aware, the Azerbaijan State Oil Fund 
started accumulating large currency reserves to 
secure comfortable life for the future genera-
tions. These reserves will reach hundreds of bil-
lions in some years. Thus, the most transparent 
mechanisms should be developed in order to effi-
ciently use these resources, which are the great 
opportunity for us. Azerbaijan has successfully 
created such transparent mechanisms. Every 
manat and every dollar from the State Oil Fund 
is spent only with the consent of the Parliament. 
Members of the Parliament settle this issue 
among others while approving the state budget. 
In other words, there is a very strong public par-
ticipation and control in this sphere. I have 
expressed my opinion in this regard more than 
once and would like to reiterate that the strong 
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public oversight is very important for the coun-
tries where rapid economic growth is taking 
place and state allocates large investments. 

We think about the future of Azerbaijan as 
well and I am convinced that it will be very 
bright. Our international relations are being 
strengthened; we are uniting with new allies; our 
external policy is very open, unambiguous, and 
flexible. We set our policy based on mutual 
respect and mutual interests with all countries 
and this policy is yielding its results.   Azerbaijan 
is becoming known more and more in the world; 
respect to Azerbaijan is increasing. I am aware 
that Azerbaijan’s independence policy has been 
met with great sympathy in the world and we 
will maintain our independent political course. 
We will strengthen our independence, and indeed, 
we should increase our capacity to achieve this. 
I would like to note that all our endeavors are 
focused on one purpose – Azerbaijan should 
strengthen its position in the region and the 
entire world; political reforms in Azerbaijan 

should be implemented more rapidly; all politi-
cal, economic and social criteria existing in 
Azerbaijan should come closer to those of the 
leading countries of the world. We have both 
intention and programs to achieve this purpose. 
There are various joint programs with interna-
tional organizations and we are implementing 
them successfully. 

I believe that we have done our best to attain 
maximum results in the field of political reforms, 
development of democratic processes going on 
in the country and resolution of economic and 
social issues. As a result of this, there are no 
problems today standing before the country that 
we could not solve easily.  All the issues – the 
stability in the country, reinforcement of the 
civil society, strengthening of the political sys-
tem, economic reforms, flexible foreign policy, 
and implementation of the large-scale projects 
executed in the region upon our initiative – have 
been settled. 

Today, successful regional cooperation going 
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on in the region in most cases, is initiated, by 
Azerbaijan. By implementing energy and trans-
port projects we are both strengthening our eco-
nomic opportunities and making our contribution 
to the wider regional cooperation. 

As you are aware the issues of energy security 
occupy a special place in the political agenda of 
the world.  Azerbaijan is making its contribution 
in this field and is ready to continue this course 
in the future as well. We are an initiator and a 
partner in the large-scale energy projects. As a 
result of these projects, the Azerbaijani people 
gain great benefit, the country strengthens its 
position in the international arena and fertile con-
ditions are created for the regional cooperation. 
Today we have concrete joint projects with the 
countries of the Caspian Sea, Black Sea and 
Baltic Sea, as well as with the neighboring states. 
Our political relations are strengthening; it is 
certain that the regional cooperation in transpor-
tation, energy and humanitarian sectors bring 
more opportunities for us and the entire region, 
so we will further continue our involvement in 
the regional activities.  

Today, we have guests from various countries 

celebrating this day together with us. Yesterday I 
had an opportunity to meet with most of the del-
egations. The meetings will continue today as 
well. I would like to express special gratitude to 
all guests who received the invitation of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament and arrived to Baku to 
participate in this event together with us today. I 
also would like to attract their attention to the 
issue concerning us. This is the outstanding 
Armenia - Azerbaijan, Daghlig Garabagh con-
flict, which is a very big source of threat causing 
tension in the region. 

During many years we have made attempts to 
settle the problem through peaceful means and 
negotiations, based on the provisions of the inter-
national law. Four UN Security Council resolu-
tions require the immediate withdrawal of the 
Armenian armed forces from the occupied 
Azerbaijani territories. However, the Armenian 
side continues ignoring this.

Recently, the UN General Assembly has 
adopted with the majority of votes the resolution 
on the occupied territories of Azerbaijan which 
was put forward by Azerbaijan. I would like to 
take advantage of this opportunity to express our 
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special thanks to the representatives of those 
countries supporting our resolution. Along with 
this, the OSCE, the Council of Europe, the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference, the 
GUAM and other influential international orga-
nizations have adopted statements and resolu-
tions on the possibility of settling this conflict 
within the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. 
However, the issue has still not found its resolu-
tion. The aggressive policy of Armenia, the poli-
cy of genocide against Azerbaijanis, the Khojali 
massacre, and ethnic cleansing policy forced 
more than 1 million Azerbaijanis to flee from 
their native lands. Thousands of our innocent 
compatriots were killed. As a result of this ethnic 
cleansing policy these people have been deprived 
of elementary human rights today. All the build-
ings have been destructed in the occupied Daghlig 
Garabagh and 7 adjacent territories. Our cultural 
monuments, graves of our ancestors, schools, 
hospitals, and roads – everything has been 
destroyed and ransacked. Some years ago, the 
OSCE fact-finding mission visited the occupied 
territories and developed a report which con-
tained all the aforesaid details. However, for 
some reason, the international community 
remains indifferent to this issue. 

Once again, I would like to reiterate that we 
are making all necessary efforts to find a peace-
ful resolution to this problem. Nevertheless, the 
solution should be fair and just. It shouldn’t be 
based on individual ungrounded desires.  The 
conflict should be settled on the basis of the 
international law. The International law should 
be applied equally to all countries. Otherwise, 
chaos will reign in the world and its community. 
If countries ignore the international law, the 
activities of the international organizations might 
be questioned. The international organizations, 
which have disclosed their decisions on this 
issue, should respect themselves and claim that 
the occupying state puts an end to the occupation 
and withdraws forces from the territories belong-
ing to Azerbaijan and recognized as an integral 
part of Azerbaijan. And only in that case peace 
can be established in the region. This conflict 
belongs not only to Azerbaijan or Armenia. It is 
a big obstacle for the security of the entire region 
representing danger for very important regional 
projects and cooperation opportunities. 

I would merely like once more to divulge my 
position before all foreign guests. Once again, I 
would like to state that this problem can only be 
settled under the condition of the territorial integ-
rity of Azerbaijan. All the troops of Armenia 
should be unconditionally withdrawn from the 
occupied territories. After that, necessary mea-
sures should be taken to ensure the co-existence 
of the Armenians living in the Daghlig Garabagh 
and Azerbaijanis to be returned there; the Daghlig 
Garabagh shall be given the status of high self-
governance autonomy. This is an approach which 
has been applied in various places of the world 
on the basis of the international law. This is the 
only right approach. I am very happy that inter-
national organizations support our position. 
Nevertheless, the resolutions adopted are not suf-
ficient to ensure the settlement of the conflict.   

I would like to repeat that we are trying to 
solve the problem peacefully. However, the 
opposite side should also comprehend the reali-
ties appeared in the region. Azerbaijan has 
achieved great advancements in the economic, 
military and political fields. Once again, it should 
be reminded that the norms of the international 
law are also in our side. 

I have deliberately touched on this issue, since 
this problem is the main and, I would say, the 
most important one among those we are facing. I 
call on the international community, the repre-
sentatives of the parliaments of various countries 
participating here to take this issue into consider-
ation in their own countries and make the steps 
that would bring peace closer.  

I do not intend to take much of your time. 
Today, our guests will express their sincere 
words. I simply want to repeat that the 90th anni-
versary of the establishment of the Parliament is 
a great event which is celebrated as a holiday in 
Azerbaijan. We restored our statehood traditions 
in 1991; in 1993 all necessary actions were taken 
to ensure the building of independent Azerbaijan. 
Today, Azerbaijan is expanding its state building 
process and opportunities. 

The first democratic republic existed only for 
two years and failed to defend its independence. 
The present Azerbaijan has been living for more 
than 17 years now as an independent state and 
will live forever!
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President’s speech was acclaimed. After the President, the guests took turn making 
speeches dedicated to the anniversary celebration. In their congratulation speeches they 
emphasized that the policy pursued by Heydar Aliyev has become the key condition for 
the development and economic growth observed in the country during the recent years, 

activities of the Milli Majlis. They also narrated about the history of the Azerbaijani 
Parliament which laid the foundations of Parliamentarism in the East and contributions 
the Azerbaijani Parliament made to the development of democracy in the country; the 
present achievements of our state were mentioned as well. They welcomed the increasing 

We are presenting the congratulations and some fragments from the speeches of our 
guests below.
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Vadim Popov 
The Chairman of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Belarus 
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We have just listened to the comprehensive and interesting 
speech of Mr. Ilham Aliyev, the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. We are still under the great impression of this speech. 
Let me congratulate you sincerely on behalf of the members of 
the Parliament of the Republic of Belarus on the occasion of the 
90th anniversary of the establishment of the Azerbaijani 
Parliament.

Similar to the Belarusian Parliament, the Azerbaijani Milli 
Majlis underwent a very complex process of developing the leg-
islative framework of the new society after the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union. It should be mentioned with great certainty that 
the Azerbaijani Parliament passed through this test of time with 
great success, playing the key role in the development of the 
country today.

It is known that the Belarusian people have always had a frater-
nal attitude towards the Azerbaijani people. We do not have com-
mon borders, still we consider our relations as those of friendly 
neighbors. These relations are valuable and important for us. We 
are cooperating in various levels; we have very good inter-parlia-
mentary links and excellent relations between the heads of our 
states; besides, the cooperation also exists within international 
organizations. Our ties in the fields of culture, science and educa-
tion are being expanded. At present, the Belarusians living in 
Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijanis living in Belarus have all oppor-
tunities for self-expression. One of the priority issues for both 
nations is to develop relations existing between the two countries, 
since these relations serve the crucial interests of our people.  

Concluding, I would like to congratulate you on the occasion 
of the anniversary and wish you success in your future activi-
ties.
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Vadim Popov conveyed the best regards of the Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko 
and Prime Minister Sergey Sidorski to the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. 
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The chairman of the Milli Majlis Ogtay Asadov extended his thanks to the 
Chairman of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Belarus Vadim Popov 

for his participation in the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament. 
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David Bakradze 
The Chairman of the Parliament of Georgia
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I would like to sincerely congratulate you on the occasion of the 90th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Azerbaijani Parliament on my own behalf, on behalf of 
the Parliament of Georgia and the Georgian People. 

 In 1918, Azerbaijan established a new legal state by proclaiming its Declaration 
of Independence. Simultaneously with the independent Azerbaijani State, the 
Republic of Georgia was founded as well. Histories of our Parliaments are similar 
like the histories of our countries. Unfortunately, correlation of forces in the world 
at that time was unfavorable for our countries and in some years, the invasion of the 
Red Army put an end to the independence of our States. Historical justice was 
restored only after 70 years when our nations regained their independence.  Today, 
the Azerbaijani people can be proud of their Milli Majlis. 

At present, the cooperation between Azerbaijan and Georgia, the foundation of 
which was laid down by the national leader of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev, is devel-
oping at high speed. Due to the efforts of Heydar Aliyev, the cooperation between 
the two countries has risen to the strategic level. The Georgian people highly appre-
ciate hard working of Heydar Aliyev in developing the relations between the two 
nations. It is no coincidence that there is a street named after Heydar Aliyev in 
Tbilisi. His monument has also been erected in the historical part of the city. 

Nowadays, the political and economic relations between Georgia and Azerbaijan 
are developing and extending more rapidly by the efforts of Ilham Aliyev. Generally 
speaking, the relations between Azerbaijan and Georgia, which have entered into a 
new phase, have deep historical roots. 

We have been witnessing the rapid development of our bilateral relations since 
regaining our independence.  At present, there is close cooperation established in all 
fields between Georgia and Azerbaijan. Our collaboration can serve as the model of 
the strategic cooperation. Inter-parliamentary relations are also developing rapidly. 
The newly elected Parliament of Georgia established its first friendship group 
namely with the Azerbaijani Parliament.  

I am absolutely assured that the future of Azerbaijan and Georgia is very bright. 
For the reason that all of the ongoing international large-scale projects such as 
Baku- Tbilisi-Ceyhan, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum, and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars will secure the 
high-level prosperity for the people of both countries in the future. Our goals are 
common. Our wish is to establish peace and order in the entire Black Sea and 
Caspian Sea regions. At the end of my speech, I would like to thank you for inviting 
us. Once again, I congratulate you on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament. 
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The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received the chairman of the 
Georgian Parliament David Bakradze. During the reception it was stated that the cooperation at the 
level of international organizations, as well as the implementation of joint economic projects make 

great contribution to expanding the relations between our countries.

The Georgian Parliamentary delegation, which attended the anniversary celebrations, 
was satisfied with the Azerbaijani hospitality. 
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The weight of the inter-parliamentary ties 
is gradually increasing in the relations 

between the countries. 
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Kasim-Jomart Tokayev
The Chairman of the Senate of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
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On behalf of the members of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan, I would like 
to congratulate you on the 90th anniversary of the establishment of the first national 
Parliament of Azerbaijan. The 90th anniversary of the Republic of Azerbaijan and its 
National Parliament has once again pointed out that the Azerbaijani people attach a sig-
nificant importance to the political power and values of freedom. During the centuries, 
people of our countries lived with one dream - to have an independent State. The histories 
of our nations were painful. After gaining independence, Azerbaijan has been confidently 
taking steps through the way of sustainable development. At present, your country takes 
a leading position in the Caucasian region due to the economic indexes and social protec-
tion. 

Speaking of the achievements of the modern Azerbaijan, we certainly have to articulate 
our respect to the genius son of Azerbaijan, the great public figure Heydar Aliyev. He went 
down in the political history of the XX century as a talented leader and great politician. 
Heydar Aliyev, who headed the young independent State in a very difficult situation, was 
able to make Azerbaijan known in the world. In a short period of history, he included 
Azerbaijan in the list of the leading countries of the world through achieving stability and 
prosperity in the country. He laid the firm and indestructible foundation for building new 
Azerbaijan. All achievements gained by the country are linked to the name of Heydar 
Aliyev. At present, Azerbaijan successfully continues attaining achievements under the 
leadership of the President Ilham Heydar oglu Aliyev. The present leader of the Azerbaijani 
people has a great influence and is deeply revered both within the country and outside, 
confidently leading the State through the path of development. 

Kazakhstan, which is the leading country of the Central Asia and its leader, President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev attach great importance to the relations with Azerbaijan. 

The Caspian Sea amalgamates Azerbaijan with Kazakhstan. Today, Azerbaijan is a 
strategic partner of Kazakhstan in the Caspian region. Our countries are cooperating 
closely in the fields of economy, policy and security. Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan imple-
ment the agreed transit policy and have joint activities to protect the natural resources of 
the Caspian Sea basin. Moreover, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan intend to expand bilateral 
relations in the future. These thoughts were particularly emphasized during the official 
visit of the Azerbaijani President to Kazakhstan in August of the last year. A number of 
new agreements creating conditions for expansion of the bilateral relations, serving inter-
ests of both sides, were signed during the visit.   

Our relations are gradually increasing at the level of our Parliaments. Parliaments play 
an important role in strengthening the political dialogue for the development of economic, 
cultural and humanitarian relations. The Parliament of Kazakhstan recognizes and sup-
ports the territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Our Parliament has ratified the 
Contract signed between Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan on the transportation of oil through 
the Baku – Tbilisi - Ceyhan pipeline. This contract will give impetus to the future develop-
ment of our countries and their integration into the international energy system. Kazakhstan 
is pleased with all achievements of Azerbaijan and we wish you success in your future 
activities.    
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The Chairman of the Senate of the Republic of Kazakhstan Kasim-Jomart Tokayev conveyed the cordial 
regards of Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev, the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Mr. Ilham Aliyev, 

the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The visit of the Chairman 
of the Senate of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan 
will stimulate strengthening 
the relations between 
Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan.
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Our countries are also linked with the historical resemblance, 
along with sincere relations and friendship.
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 Muhammaddin Sumro
The Chairman of the Senate of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
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The delegation of the Pakistani Parliament is highly 
delighted to participate in this important event. I myself 
and the delegation coming with me from Pakistan would 
like to congratulate you sincerely. We also would like to 
convey the congratulations and best regards of the 
Government and Parliament of Pakistan to the Government, 
Parliament and people of Azerbaijan. 

Today, we are celebrating the 90th anniversary of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament. This Parliament, the foundation 
of which was laid down by our ancestors, is of great 
importance for us. 

We are all well aware of the great role Mr. Heydar 
Aliyev played in the development of the modern Parliament 
of Azerbaijan. Nowadays, this role has been successfully 
undertaken by President Ilham Aliyev. We listened to Mr. 
President’s remarkable speech and witnessed how he 
keeps the important issues in the focus of attention. 
Pakistan has very close relations with Azerbaijan and we 
would like to improve them.  It is important for us to work 
together from now on to strengthen the ties between our 
countries and to come to a common opinion on the main 
international issues. Pakistan is supporting Azerbaijan 
around the Daghlig Garabagh conflict and will continue 
this support. At the same time, we highly appreciate your 
support to Pakistan. 

Many thanks for inviting us to this important event. We 
congratulate the 90th anniversary of the Republic and 
Parliament of Azerbaijan.   
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The relations between Azerbaijan and Pakistan are developing successfully; 
there are also good opportunities to expand our economic cooperation. 
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There is great sympathy in our country to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
which was one of the first States to recognize the independence of Azerbaijan.
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Bogdan Borushevich 
The Chairman of the Senate of the Republic of Poland
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It is a great honor for me to represent the Republic of Poland in the 
event dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament. 
The proclamation of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan by the 
National Council of the country in May 1918 was an event which 
served as a historical turning point. Azerbaijan was the first Muslim 
country in the world that proclaimed the right of nations to self-
determination in its Declaration of Independence, and recognized the 
rights and freedoms of its citizens regardless of their ethnicity, religious, 
sex and social status. Some months after the establishment of the 
National Government by the National Council of Azerbaijan, namely 
in November 1918, Poland regained its independence too, which had 
been lost 123 years ago. Azerbaijan was already at the stage of 
Parliament building at that time. The patriotism and firm political will, 
demonstrated by the Azerbaijani Parliamentarians in the years, when 
the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan was making its first steps, serve 
as a model both for the present time and 90 years ago. The experience 
of the period of heavy ordeals, gained in the first years of independence, 
is of great significance. Polish people also went through a similar 
experience.  

In the end of the 80s of the XX century, our countries opened new 
pages in the struggle for independence and democracy.  Today, 
Azerbaijan and Poland are confidently taking steps towards the future. 
Common experience, similar histories, strong friendship and strategic 
cooperation are the elements uniting our countries. The indication of 
the close ties existing between Azerbaijan and Poland in the 20th

century can be frequently found in the buildings of Baku.  
Today, we have been linked with joint political, economic and energy 

projects which reinforce our sovereignty. Poland supports the efforts of 
Azerbaijan to integrate into Europe. Recalling the historical events that 
happened 90 years ago, I would like to congratulate the Parliament of 
Azerbaijan on the occasion of the Jubilee. Allow me to express my 
confidence that the parliament will be the stronghold for the changes in 
the future as well in the dynamically developing Azerbaijan.
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Borushevich, who was received by the head of Azerbaijan, reminded that the last visit of the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev to Poland was successful and stated that this 

visit has created favorable grounds for expansion of the bilateral relations in the future.

Common expe-
rience, similar 
histories, firm 
friendship and 
strategic coop-
eration unite 
Azerbaijan 
with Poland.
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The parliamentary diplomacy brings the nations of the world closer to each other.
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Marian Lupu
The Chairman of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova
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On behalf of the Republic of Moldova, I would like to congratulate the 
Azerbaijani people on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Azerbaijani Parliament. I want to voice my congratulations in the 
Azerbaijani language: “With your permission, I sincerely congratulate the 
Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan, people sitting in this hall, and all 
Azerbaijani citizens on behalf of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova 
and personally on my own behalf. I wish them success, good health, prosper-
ity and development in the future”. 

The 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament invites us to have a look 
at the past. Considering the works performed during these years we can wit-
ness that the Parliament has attained great achievements in the protection of 
citizens’ rights, reforms carried out in the filed of judiciary and legal system, 
and economic development. The Milli Majlis has demonstrated itself as a 
serious counterpart at international level. So far, this counterpart has been 
successfully implementing its national policy and organizing the inter-parlia-
mentary cooperation experience in the format of a dialogue, though which it 
tries to achieve stability and prosperity.  

Dear friends, on behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly of the South-East 
Cooperation Party and on behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Central European Initiative presently chaired by Moldova, I would like to 
extend my greetings to you. I congratulate the leadership of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan on behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation Organization, since one of the founders of this orga-
nization was namely your Parliament. It should be noted that the Azerbaijani 
parliament was the organizer of certain meetings of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization held in 
Azerbaijan. The national leader of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev significantly 
supported this organization. His successor, the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev also takes an active part in the work of this organi-
zation and provides support to increasing the cooperation in the region. 

In the end of my speech, expressing the will of the people of my country, 
I would like to mention that we attach a great importance to the expansion of 
the relations between both our Parliaments and countries. 

I sincerely congratulate you once again. 
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The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev who received the delegation headed 
by the chairman of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova Marian Lupu, highly appreciated 

the active cooperation established between our countries within the framework of the international 
organizations and the support the two states give to each other. 
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The friendly relations between the Parliaments serve the reinforcement of peace.  
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 Nicholas Vakaroiu
The Chairman of the Senate of Romania
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It is a great honor for me to make a speech in the solemn ceremony 
devoted to the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament. I con-
gratulate the Azerbaijani Parliament and people on behalf of the 
Romanian Senate and wish you success in your activities. The 
Republic of Azerbaijan, which proclaimed its independence on May 
28, 1918, played an important role in the history, being the first par-
liamentary democratic republic in the Muslim East. At the same time, 
I would like to note that the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan was 
established as a result of the long and hard struggle for independence. 
The Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan protected all the political and 
civil rights of its citizens. No discrimination took place based on reli-
gion, ethnicity, language or sex. Azerbaijan was the first country in 
the Islamic world, which granted women with suffrage. 

Although the Parliament of the Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan 
survived only for a very short period of time, it had taken very impor-
tant and historical decisions. In 1920, the participants of the Paris 
Peace Conference recognized the independence of Azerbaijan. As we 
know, in 1920, the Red Army occupying Azerbaijan ceased its inde-
pendence. Despite this, on October 18, 1991 Azerbaijan regained its 
independence and Romania became the second State which recog-
nized the independence of Azerbaijan. The first Embassy of Azerbaijan 
in Eastern Europe was opened in Romania and it is the indicator of 
the friendship between our countries. The friendly relations estab-
lished between the two countries have been consolidated by the 
mutual visits of the heads of states. 

I would like to point out that during the visit of the Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev to Romania he visited the park named after the 
late President of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev in Bucharest. Heydar 
Aliyev is the symbol of the Azerbaijani people in the eyes of the 
Romanians.

As regards to the relations between the Parliaments of our coun-
tries, I assure you that the Romanian Parliament will do its best to 
expand relations with Azerbaijan. I wish peace and prosperity to the 
Azerbaijani people. 
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The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, who received the Chairman of the 
Senate of Romania Nicholas Vakaroiu, evaluated the visit of the Romanian Parliamentary 

Delegation to Azerbaijan as proof of the high level relations between our countries.
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The Chairman of the Senate of Romania Nicholas Vakaroiu has thoroughly enjoyed his first visit to Azerbaijan. 

In the eyes of Romanians, the great leader Heydar Aliyev is the symbol of the Azerbaijani people. 
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Koksal Toptan
 Chairman of the Parliament of Turkey
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Today we have assembled in a sacred place – in the Milli Majlis, on the occa-
sion of the anniversary of the important historical commencement. In this 
regard, I would like to convey the cordial greetings and best wishes of the 
Turkish people and the Turkish Parliament to you. I congratulate all of us on the 
90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament. 

The Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan, which was proclaimed on May 28, 
1918, was not simply the first democratic republic in the East. At the same time, 
the Azerbaijani Parliament, a bright embodiment of the integral principles of the 
modern democracy, was the main foundation of this State. The Declaration of 
Independence of Azerbaijan, which announced the establishment of this State, 
was a document which included advanced democratic principles that did not 
exist in many countries at that time. This document has kept its importance till 
today and that can be considered as a model for many countries of the world. 
From this point of view, we still highly appreciate the progressive role of the 
Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan. 

At the end of the XX century, the present Republic of Azerbaijan was also 
built on this foundation. 

Distinguished President, the unprecedented relations existing between Turkey 
and Azerbaijan have reached the level which can serve as a model for the rest 
of the world. Turkey and Azerbaijan have strong and deep-rooted ties in all 
fields. Azerbaijan and Turkey, which have converted the mutual cooperation 
into the common culture, think and act the same way in all fields, including 
bilateral, regional and global relations.

Distinguished President, the modern Azerbaijan is developing with a unique 
speed. Turkey is proud of the huge works carried out in Azerbaijan. It should be 
taken into account that all these achievements have been gained under the cir-
cumstances of occupation of 20% of the Azerbaijani territories, as a result of 
which more than 1 million of Azerbaijanis have become refugees and IDPs. The 
Daghlig Garabag conflict is a bleeding wound, the settlement of which is vital. 

Dear guests, the economic growth in Azerbaijan is accompanied with the 
development in the political and social fields. The great leader of Azerbaijan 
Heydar Aliyev quoted: “Azerbaijan’s way is the way of democracy”. The steps 
taken by the Government of Azerbaijan and its valuable leader in the way of 
democratization are always in the focus of attention of Turkey. 

On this important day, when we have gathered in this supreme body, which is 
the center and sacred temple of democracy, I extend my congratulations and 
deep respects on the occasion of the anniversary celebration to esteemed Ogtay 
Asadov and my colleagues, who have organized this wonderful ceremony.  
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The Chairman of the Parliament of Turkey Koksal 
Toptan who expressed gratitude to the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev for cordial recep-
tion announced that the two countries are in fact, as 
the great leader Heydar Aliyev said: “One nation, two 
States”.
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Azerbaijan and Turkey, 
which have converted 
the mutual cooperation 
into the common cul-
ture, think and act the 
same way in all fields, 
including bilateral, 
regional and global 
relations.

Koksal Toptan 
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Akja Nurberdiyeva 
Chairwoman of the Majlis of Turkmenistan
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I would like to deliver the congratulations and sincere 
wishes of the President of Turkmenistan Gurbangulu 
Berdimahammadov and the Majlis of Turkmenistan to the 
talented and diligent Azerbaijani people. I congratulate all 
of you on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament. 

Two nations, the Azerbaijani and Turkmen people, 
residing on both sides of the Caspian Sea, have common 
cultural and ethnic roots stemming from the depths of the 
centuries. Our peoples are connected with the sincere 
friendship and neighborhood bonds. 

Today, while flying over the Caspian Sea in the airplane 
I became assured once again that the Caspian Sea doesn’t 
separate, but on the contrary, unites us. 

The heads of States are making great contributions 
towards strengthening the friendly relations between our 
nations as well. We witnessed this once again during the 
official visit of the President of Turkmenistan to Azerbaijan. 
In the negotiations held within the framework of the visit, 
the importance of raising the relations between the two 
countries to a qualitatively new stage was discussed.   

There are also excellent relations existing between the 
Majlis of Turkmenistan and the Milli Majlis of Azerbaijan. 
Both legislative bodies are doing constructive work to 
develop the fraternal relations between our nations. 

Dear friends, let me once again congratulate you on the 
occasion of this important day of the Azerbaijani Parliament 
and wish good health, peace and prosperity to the Azerbaijani 
people. 
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Bilateral relations between Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan are dynamically developing. 
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The Azerbaijani and 
Turkmen people are not 
connected only by the 
Caspian Sea, but also 
by the common histori-
cal roots deriving from 
the depths of the centu-
ries. 
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During 
the break 
of the 
solemn 
meeting
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Seyid Mahammad Abuturabi 
The Deputy Chairman of the Majlis

of the Islamic Council of the Islamic Republic of Iran

On my own behalf and on behalf of the members of the Majlis of the Islamic Council of 
Iran, as well as on behalf of the chairman of the Majlis of the Islamic Council of Iran doctor 
Ali Larinjani, I would like to sincerely congratulate the President of Azerbaijan, the Members 
of the Milli Majlis, and your people on the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament. The 
State of Azerbaijan and the State of Iran have always had a respectful attitude toward the 
international norms and principles. That is why, guided by the principles of peaceful coexis-
tence and respect to mutual rights among nations, avoiding regional tensions, and preventing 
the trans-regional powers to exert pressure in any form on other regions, we support the set-
tlement of regional conflicts in this direction and protection of the territorial integrity of 
countries. From this point of view, the Islamic Republic of Iran recognizes the territorial 
integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan; it has always supported and will further support the 
position of friendly and fraternal Azerbaijan in the international organizations. The Islamic 
Republic of Iran considers that any argument and tension among the countries of the region 
hinders development and progress, and consequently leads to backwardness of the countries 
along with creating grounds for the interference of the trans-regional powers. In the end, I 
wish to strengthen the inter-parliamentary relations between the two countries to mutually 
benefit from the existing potential and experience of their legislative bodies.    
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Strong friendship and 
fraternal relations 
deriving from the 
depths of history 
between Azerbaijan 
and Iran are successfully 
continued today.



70 / Milli Majlis / Jubilee edition / 2008

Svetlana Orlova 
The Deputy Chairwoman of the Duma (Council) of the Russian Federation

On behalf of the Duma of the Russian Federation, I would like to congratulate you on the 
90th anniversary of the establishment of the Azerbaijani Parliament. The Milli Majlis of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, which celebrates its 90th anniversary, is one of the modern legislative 
bodies of the world. 

The faction of the Azerbaijani deputies was the most active and intellectual faction in the 
1st and 2nd State Dumas of the Russian Empire. Today, all of us speak very proudly about the 
modern history of Azerbaijan.  We have referred to Heydar Aliyev’s activities with great 
respect more than once. The genius son of the Azerbaijani people Heydar Aliyev mobilized 
all his strength, knowledge, and experience for the welfare of his nation. All of the achieve-
ments possessed by modern Azerbaijan are obvious results of his activities. 

Mr. Ilham Aliyev, your speech gave me a great impression. The achievements gained by 
Azerbaijan today – occupying the first place in the world for the GDP growth, follow up of 
the projects, development in the fields of education and health, reduction of poverty are 
linked with your name. Today, Azerbaijan has turned into a sustainable developing country. 

I would like to mention that I attended the conference devoted to the intercultural dialogue 
organized by the first lady of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva last week. The principle of this 
dialogue is the one emphasized by my colleagues many times before me. It is true that today 
the world can solve the global problems only through dialogue. 

Distinguished Mr. Ilham Aliyev and Ogtay Asadov, I wish you both success and good 
health in your activities for the welfare of the Azerbaijani people.  
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Equal and efficient 
cooperation between 
Azerbaijan and Russia 
serves the progress of 
our nations. 
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Mark Vervilgen 
The Deputy Chairman of the Senate of the Kingdom of Belgium

I am proud of participating in the solemn meeting dedicated to the 90th anniversary of your Parliament 
and would like to congratulate you on this occasion on behalf of the Parliament of the Kingdom of 
Belgium and the regional parliaments. 

I would like to start with the point that all the Parliaments of the world are facing almost the same 
problems. We always struggle for our liberty, independence and rights in a peaceful way. Indeed, 
achievement of a well-developed economy and educational system in the country is our common goal 
among others. One of the reasons of assembling here today is to jointly study and solve these common 
problems specific to all of us, which means that we should learn from each other.  Azerbaijan is a 
country with high potential. Its GDP growth has been a non-analogues index in the world for the last 
five years. During my first visit to Azerbaijan it became clear to me that Azerbaijan had very rich 
legacy, natural reserves and culture. Nowadays, favorable conditions have been created in the country 
to merge all this wealth. From our side, we can assist to use these opportunities efficiently, as we have 
both experience and technologies in this field.  Let’s share our opportunities and experience. Only this 
way can we rapidly move forward. We shouldn’t forget that we are living in a globalizing world. We 
have to find globally admissible solutions to solve global problems.  That is why we should cooperate 
as mush as possible. International cooperation will be the decisive word in the future. I would like to 
state that your Parliament is working efficiently in this direction. It copes with issues, settlement of 
which is nearly impossible. We have gathered here to celebrate the historical event and I want to con-
gratulate you in your own language: “Azerbaijan, I congratulate you”. 
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Cooperation among the parliaments of the world creates conditions to achieve 
positive results in the solution of global problems.
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 Beriz Belkich
The Deputy Chairman of the Peoples’ Chamber

of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina

I congratulate you and the Azerbaijani people on the occasion of 
the 90th anniversary of your independence, as well as on the estab-
lishment of your Parliament, and convey the most sincere and best 
wishes of the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the 
Azerbaijani people.  

Dear parliamentarians, I call on you and all the parliaments of the 
world to fight against all forms of separatism, violence, aggression, 
and genocide. I urge all the parliaments of the world to raise their 
voice against genocide and ethnic cleansing policies. I call on them 
to never recognize the results of the aggression. Once again, I 
express my best wishes to the Azerbaijani people. 
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It is possible to efficiently struggle against violence, aggression and ethnic cleansing 
in the world through joint cooperation and efforts of Parliaments.
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Christina Ojuland
The Deputy Chairwoman of the Parliament of the Republic of Estonia

The Estonian people very well understand the feelings of the Azerbaijani people, as 
Estonia gained its independence 90 years ago too. Estonia was one of the first States recog-
nizing the independence of Azerbaijan 90 years ago. It is not a mere chance at all, since 
Baku was demonstrating the most rapid development in the world at the beginning of the 
XX century. Hundreds of Estonian businessmen were working in Baku at that time. Thus, 
even 90 years ago, the Estonian and Azerbaijani people knew each other well and were very 
close. In the 1990s, the restoration of independence was of great importance for all nations.  
At that time, the President of Estonia and the President of Azerbaijan Mr. Heydar Aliyev 
established close relations between our countries. Now, the Estonian people congratulate the 
Azerbaijani people. At present, Azerbaijan is a country demonstrating the highest economic 
indexes. The 90th anniversary of the Parliament is a very important event. The Azerbaijani 
Parliament played a huge role in the legislative field. We are aware that Azerbaijan is still 
facing many unsolved issues and that the country needs the support of friendly states to 
settle them. I would like to state from this tribune that our support is always with you. 
Azerbaijan is gradually approaching the European Union. We shouldn’t forget the highly 
developed Turkic civilization. Even in the Roman Era the Turkic culture was very strong. 
On behalf of the whole Estonian people I congratulate the Azerbaijani nation on the occa-
sion of the 90th anniversary of their Parliament. I would like to congratulate you also on 
behalf of the thousands of Azerbaijanis living in Estonia. 
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The inter-parliamentary 
cooperation is of great 
significance in the 
development of bilateral 
relations between 
Azerbaijan and Estonia.
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Zeljka Antunovich
The Deputy Chairwoman of the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia

First of all, I would like to congratulate you on the occasion of this anniversary 
on behalf of the Croatian Parliament. The friendship relations existing between 
Croatia and Azerbaijan are dynamically developing. These relations were estab-
lished during the power of Heydar Aliyev and have been continued successfully 
up to date. 

The Croatian people are well aware of the achievements gained by Azerbaijan. 
Both political and economic successes of Azerbaijan are kept in the focus of atten-
tion by Croatia. As a result of the policy implemented in the country, Azerbaijan 
holds leading position in the region. We understand very well that you are also 
facing some problems. These problems are known to Croatia. 

It is the first time that the delegation of the Croatian Parliament visits Azerbaijan. 
Since the very first day we have been shown the famous Azerbaijani hospitality. 

We are sure that we have great opportunities to expand the relations between the 
parliaments of our countries. I believe that this visit will contribute to strengthen-
ing the friendship between the two countries. 

We express our thanks to you for inviting us to this anniversary celebration. 
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The dynamic development of Azerbaijan, its political and economic 
achievements are kept in the focus of attention by Croatia.
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Tahir al-Masri
First Deputy Chairman of the Senate of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

On behalf of the Jordanian Parliament and the Jordanian people, 
I would like to congratulate those gathered here on the occasion of 
this wonderful day. We are very glad that we are here on this happy 
day to share your joy. 

The presence of the distinguished President here today is the indi-
cator of the good relations existing between the President and 
Parliament of Azerbaijan. 

The fraternal relations between the President Ilham Aliyev and 
the King of Jordan play an important role in developing close rela-
tions between the two countries and convince us that the historical 
ties connecting the two nations will develop in the future as well. 
We will also continue the policies of the two leaders and further 
develop friendly relations existing between our countries and 
Parliaments. We extend our thanks to you for the invitation and wish 
great success to the Azerbaijani people and the leadership of the 
country.



2008 / Jubilee edition / Milli Majlis / 81

The heads of States 
play an important role 
in the development of 
relations between 
Azerbaijan and 
Jordan, and the 
Parliaments of both 
countries continue 
these wonderful 
traditions.
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The inter - parliamen-
tary cooperation 
greatly contributes to 
the expansion of the 
relations between the 
Azerbaijani and 
Kuwaiti people that 
are culturally and 
economically linked 
to each other.
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 Fahd Diheysan al-Meean
The Deputy Chairman of the Parliament of Kuwait

Allow me on behalf of the Kuwaiti people, as well as on behalf of 
the Government and Parliament of Kuwait, and personally on my own 
behalf to congratulate you on this important day. We express our 
thanks to you for the nice welcoming and great care shown to us since 
we arrived in Baku.

The ties connecting our countries have existed for a long time. 
These two fraternal nations are connected both culturally and eco-
nomically to each other. Our mutual visits and meetings bring our 
people closer to each other. The agreements made at the meetings of 
the leaders of our countries play a particularly important role in the 
development of relations between our countries. These relations give 
a great impulse to the development of our nations. 

Dear Mr. President, Mr. Chairman, dear guests! At the end, I would 
like to once again congratulate all of you and wish success to 
Azerbaijan in the way of prosperity and development. 
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Cholpon Bayekova
Deputy Chairwoman of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan

With your permission, I would like to congratulate the Azerbaijani Parliament 
on behalf of the members and the Chairman of the Parliament of the Republic of 
Kyrgyzstan.  

90 years ago, the foundation of the Azerbaijani parliamentarism was laid when 
the independent State, based on the rights and freedoms of the citizens, was estab-
lished. Today, Azerbaijani Parliament deservedly continues the parliamentarism 
traditions launched 90 years ago and stands against all challenges of time. 

I have visited Azerbaijan many times. During these visits, I have witnessed the 
great changes taking place here. I would like to express my deep respect from this 
high tribune toward the achievements that I have observed. I wish them to be 
continued and increased. I thank you for the invitation and congratulate you once 
more with the anniversary. 
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Every guest arriving in Azerbaijan has witnessed the rapid development 
of our country and its integration into the developed world community.
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Vineta Muizniece
The Deputy Chairwoman of the Seim of the Republic of Latvia 

First of all, we would like to thank you for inviting us to this solemn cer-
emony dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament. 

There is a number of similarities and parallels in the histories of our 
nations. In XIX-XX centuries, the peoples of our countries struggled for the 
self-determination,   and protection of their cultures, national identities, and 
mother tongues.

This year, on November 18, Latvia is going to celebrate the anniversary of 
the Republic it established 90 years ago.

The brotherly relations between Azerbaijani and Latvian people have been 
maintained for a long time now. There are also close neighborhood relations 
existing between the Parliaments of our countries. We particularly cooperate 
within the framework of the inter-parliamentary friendship groups. 

At the end of my speech, I would like to express our gratitude for meeting 
us with such great hospitality. We wish continuation of your achievements 
and expansion of relations existing between our countries. 
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The Latvian people 
struggled for their 
freedom and 
established their 
independent
State like the 
Azerbaijanis.
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Today, Parliaments play a huge role in the development of the countries 
of the world and settlement of global problems. 
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Nurdin Moudian
First Deputy Chairman of the House of Representatives 

of the Kingdom of Morocco

On behalf of the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco, 
I would like to congratulate you on the occasion of the 90th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Azerbaijani Parliament and extend my thanks 
to you for inviting us to participate here. 

I would like to mention that the parliamentary diplomacy has strength-
ened during the recent years. Being an official diplomacy it includes all 
directions. Members of Parliaments make their contributions to the 
development of relations in various fields among nations.  Today, it is 
true that Parliaments bear great responsibility in regard with the destiny 
of their nations. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to express my thanks to you for organizing 
this tremendous event and wish you great success in your future work. 
Certainly, I do it not only on my own behalf, but also on behalf of the 
fraternal Kingdom of Morocco and its Government. Once again, I con-
gratulate the Azerbaijani Parliament with this wonderful day. 
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 Zeynab Ridvan
First Deputy Chairwoman of the Assembly 

of the Council of the Arab Republic of Egypt

First of all, I would like to express my thanks for the invitation and convey the 
greetings of the Egyptian Parliament to you.  The relations between Egypt and 
Azerbaijan have reached a very high level. The Azerbaijani Parliament has gained 
great achievements in the settlement of the issues standing before it. The 
Azerbaijani Parliament can become a model for other Parliaments in terms of 
applying democratic principles. I am glad that the relations between Egypt and 
Azerbaijan cover the political, economic, cultural and educational fields. I would 
like to mention here the role of the Azerbaijan – Egypt Joint Commission. This 
association plays an important role in serving interests of both countries. 

Indeed, it is necessary to stress the activities of the heads of both countries - Mr. 
Ilham Aliyev and Mr. Housni Mubarak in extending the relations between our 
countries. At the same time, I should state that the Egyptian Government and the 
people of Egypt are interested in developing the relations between the two coun-
tries.  Both sides understand the importance of these relations and do their best to 
develop them. 

In conclusion, I wish the Azerbaijani Parliament success in its activities. 
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The heads of both countries play a great role in the development of friendly relations between Egypt and Azerbaijan.
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 Safar Safarov 
First Deputy Chairman of the House of Representatives 

of the Republic of Tajikistan

First of all, I would like to thank the Chairman of the Milli Majlis of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Ogtay Asadov for inviting us to participate in this 
solemn ceremony. I would also like to join the congratulations expressed by my 
colleagues on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the Parliament of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan with great pleasure. 

In this remarkable day, we have to express our deep regards to the soul of the 
national leader of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev, who deserves to be named the patri-
arch (founder) of politics, as he played a great role in the establishment of the 
contemporary Azerbaijani State and Parliament, and reinforcement of friendly  
relations among our countries and Parliaments.  

The inter-parliamentary relations between Azerbaijan and Tajikistan have deep 
roots. Our relations are intensified day by day. Today we have been assured once 
again that the relations between Azerbaijan and Tajikistan exist at the highest 
level; our cooperation covers all the fields and has great future. 

Let me deliver the regards of the leadership and the members of our Parliament 
to you. They cordially congratulate you on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of 
the Azerbaijani Parliament. 
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The relations between Azerbaijan and Tajikistan, having deep historical roots are intensified day by day.  
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Elsa Papademetriou
The Deputy Chairwoman of the Parliament of the Republic of Greece

It is a great honor for me to participate in this solemn ceremony in this sacred 
place and to deliver this speech. We have gathered to celebrate the 90th anniver-
sary of the Azerbaijani parliamentarism in the Milli Majlis that played an impor-
tant role in the political life of Azerbaijan. Almost one century ago, Azerbaijan 
adopted its Declaration of Independence. Despite the hardships faced during these 
long years, the Azerbaijani people have once again demonstrated that they have 
been faithful to democratic values, the principle of self-determination, and peace-
ful co-existence. Certainly, the role of the political leaders has been crucial in 
achieving these goals. Historically, Azerbaijan and Greece have always had friend-
ly relations. These relations have been reinforced as the result of exchange of 
visits. I would like to underscore the high-level activities of the Parliamentary 
Delegation of Azerbaijan to the Council of Europe. At the same time, Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to thank you for keeping the gender balance in the 
Parliamentary Delegation of Azerbaijan in the Council of Europe. 

Dear colleagues, the modern period is featured with a number of challenges. 
Indeed, we make efforts to support the balanced development. Let’s act together 
in this direction and build a new, secure, and democratic world based on peace and 
development.
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The Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan is one of the Parliaments that can 
serve as a model in terms of the applying democratic principles.
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Gintaras Stepanovichius
The Deputy Chairman of the Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania

On behalf of the Lithuanian Parliament, I would like to congratulate the 
members of the Milli Majlis on the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani 
Parliament.  I would like to express my deep gratitude to you for organizing 
this ceremony at such high level, and for the great hospitality.  

Lithuania is familiar with the feelings experienced in Azerbaijan today. 
90 years ago, our people went through a similar way of struggle for their 
independence, protection of national identity, and statehood. In early 1990s, 
we started struggling for our independence expressing our will again and 
lost lots of victims in this way. This struggle once again showed us that the 
will of the people is superior to everything else. Today, just namely this will 
is being celebrated here. 

At present, our independent States maintain close friendly relations and 
we are going to develop this friendship. I would like to congratulate the 
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Ilham Aliyev and the Parliament. 
I wish you success and new achievements.  
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The feelings experienced by the 
Azerbaijani people who celebrate the 
90th anniversary of their Parliament are 
familiar to Lithuanian people who 90 
years ago went through the same way of 
struggle for their independence, protec-
tion of national identity, and statehood.
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Steffan Reikhe
Chairman of the Friendship group of the Bundestag of the 

Federal Republic of Germany with the Azerbaijani Parliment

I would like to extend the greetings and congratulations of the German Bundestag to you. 
Our parliaments and people have historically been very close to each other. There is a number 
of German settlements and a German Church in Azerbaijan. It is not a mere chance that this 
year has been announced the year of the Azerbaijani Culture in Germany. Next year will be 
the year of the German Culture in Azerbaijan. My last visit to Azerbaijan took place 8 months 
ago and big changes happened since then. These huge changes in such a short period of time 
have impressed me deeply. We all wish speedy and peaceful settlement of the conflict exist-
ing between Armenia and your country. Indeed, we support the settlement of this conflict 
within the norms of the international law.  We also support you within the framework of the 
European Neighborhood Policy. We hope that the South Caucasian Union will knock the 
doors of the European Union sometime in the future, and we will be able to cooperate with-
in the wider policy framework than the neighborhood policy. We hope and wish that during 
the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Milli Maljis, peace will reign in Azerbaijan and 
all neighbors will attend that celebration.  I wish you democratic and legal statehood in the 
future as well. I am convinced that all these elements will strengthen with the economic 
growth.  I wish that in 2016 the European Football Championship will be held in Azerbaijan. 
I wish success to your people. I wish prosperity to the Azerbaijani Parliament and people.  
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The great changes that took place in Azerbaijan in a short period of time deeply impressed Steffan Reikhe
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Karl Ollinger
Chairman of the Friendship group of the National Council

of the Republic of Austria with the Parliament of Azerbaijan

I express my great thanks to you for inviting us to the 90th anniversary of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament. On behalf of our Parliament and its Chairman, I would 
like to congratulate you on the occasion of this anniversary. There are cultural and 
historical ties between our peoples. I wish to have friendly relations not only 
between our Parliaments, but in other fields as well. I wish peace to the Azerbaijani 
people and the return of all refugees to their native lands and places where they 
were born. This is one of the fundamental human rights.  

Dear colleagues, today we are celebrating this anniversary together with you 
and I hope that we will work together in the future as well. 

Finally, I extend the sincere greetings of our Parliament to you once again. 
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The Milli Majlis deservedly continues the parliamentarism traditions of Azerbaijan that were established 
90 years ago and completely meets the requirements of the present time. 
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Ramzi Osman
Chairman of the Friendship group of the Parliament of the 

Republic of Bulgaria with the Parliament of Azerbaijan

First of all, I would like to extend my thanks to you for the invitation. On behalf of the 
People’s Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria and on behalf of its Chairman, I would 
like to congratulate you on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani 
Parliament.

During the period passed, the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan has played an 
important role in the development of the Azerbaijani State and reinforcement of its inde-
pendence.

With great pleasure, I would also like to touch upon the positive relations established 
between our parliaments. These relations are important in deepening the ties between our 
countries. I am sure that the Bulgarian People’s Assembly and the Azerbaijani Milli 
Majlis will strengthen relations in all fields between both our countries and regions. 

You are writing the new history of new Azerbaijan in this changing world. While In this 
process, you should not doubt that there is a friendly country located in the western shores 
of the Black Sea – Bulgaria. Bulgaria looks like an island of reconciliation in the Balkans, 
where the Christians and Muslims are living in peace. 

At the end, on behalf of our Friendship group, I would like to congratulate you on the 
occasion of the 90th anniversary of your Parliament. I wish success to you. Thank you! 
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Bulgaria, the 
island of recon-
ciliation in the 
Balkans and 
Azerbaijan, the 
leading State in 
the Caucasus are 
the motherlands 
to tolerance and 
friendship. 
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 Mrs. Baroness O’Kane
Deputy of the House of Commons of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

¬I’m very glad to make a speech here on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament. I’ve brought greetings from London. The first Azerbaijani 
Parliament, which was established in 1918, was of global importance. The reason for this 
was the fact that the Azerbaijani parliament was the first to introduce female suffrage in 
the world.  

Azerbaijan is a model country. This is my second visit to Azerbaijan. As an economist, 
I was both surprised and interested in the rapid economic growth of Azerbaijan. As far 
as I know, there is a foundation which was established to accumulate the income from 
various infrastructure projects in the country. It creates transparency in spending the 
accumulated resources. 

At the same time, Azerbaijan has great capacity in the field of tourism. Due to the 
geographical location, it is possible to obtain here a wide impression about the Eastern 
and Western cultures. It is also possible to witness how various religions coexist in peace 
and friendship in Azerbaijan. The Western interest in this country is growing currently. 
I would like to note that the second Azerbaijani school has been opened in London for 
the children of the Azerbaijani Diaspora. Finally, I congratulate all people of Azerbaijan 
on the occasion of this celebration and say “Thank you very much” (in Azerbaijani).  
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Mrs. Baroness 
O’Kane, 
Member of the 
UK Parliament 
and a close 
friend of 
Azerbaijan is 
deeply sympa-
thized and 
respected in our 
country. 
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 Mr. Jean-Louis Dumont
Chairman of the France-Azerbaijan Parliamentary Friendship

Group of the National Assembly of France

I would like to convey the greetings of the chairman of the National Assembly of France to 
you. I am proud of taking part at the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament together with 
6 other members of our parliament. As the President Ilham Aliyev mentioned in his speech, your 
Parliament has passed through difficult history and very heavy periods within 90 years. We wish 
your Parliament to continue its future activity towards strengthening the state and democracy in 
independent Azerbaijan. Participation of the members of the French Parliament is a graphic 
example of efficient and friendly relations between our countries. France is among the first 
countries recognizing the independence of Azerbaijan. It is no mere occasion that Mr. Heydar 
Aliyev firstly visited France after his return to power. France will take over EU chairmanship a 
few days later.  The President of our Republic will make his efforts to meet today’s global severe 
requirements. Moreover, attention will be paid to further development of the neighborhood 
policy. I would like to elaborate on the activity of France within the Minsk Group. The settle-
ment of the Armenia-Azerbaijan, Daghlig Garabagh conflict is crucial. In particular, the issue 
of refugees and IDPs in Azerbaijan should be solved and they should return back to their native 
lands. We, the parliamentarians should aim at putting an end to these sufferings. At the same 
time, we should increase the economic growth, as it paves the way for the democratic progress. 
Mr. Chairman, our Group of Friendship sincerely congratulates you personally and the 
Azerbaijani people, wishing your Parliament success in its activities.  
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Mr. Jean-Lois Dumont, Member of the French Parliament supports the settlement of the Armenia-Azerbaijan, 
Daghlig Garabagh conflict and return of refugees and IDPs back to their native lands soon. 
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The parliamentary delegations of foreign countries attending the anniversary celebrations 
will leave our country with rich impressions.
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Mr. Prio Budi Santoso
Head of the Delegation of the House of 

Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia

Allow me to thank the Azerbaijani Parliament for such a highly organized 
ceremony on behalf of our delegation. Taking the opportunity, I thank the 
Government of Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijani people for the extended hospitality, 
as well as deliver the greetings of the speaker of the Indonesian Parliament. Mr. 
Chairman, let me congratulate you on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The representatives 
from many countries are taking part here, witnessing the economic growth in 
Azerbaijan. There is no doubt that the economic growth is of great significance 
for our nations. However, the problems such as violation of the international law, 
increasing cost of living, poverty and etc. still exist in the world. We hope that the 
Azerbaijani Parliament will play an active part in the solution of these problems 
at international level. We express once again our gratitude to you for the 
invitation.
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Mrs. Christine Egerszegi-Obrist
Head of the Delegation of the Swiss National Council

It is a great honor for me to speak at this solemn ceremony in Baku, the capital city of 
Azerbaijan. Today we are celebrating the 90th anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament and 
I convey the greetings from the Swiss Parliament on this occasion. Celebration of the 90th 
anniversary of the Azerbaijani Parliament indicates that the Parliament, which was estab-
lished under severe historical circumstances, still exists. On May 28, 1918, the national 
Council declared the independence of Azerbaijan. Although the Republic existed in the 
short run, it was a great experience for that period. In particular, extension of suffrage to 
women was one of the great political achievements for that time. I would like to note that 
in Switzerland this right was extended to women only in 1971. The Democratic Republic 
of Azerbaijan, which was established in 1918, also envisaged the integration of ethnic and 
religious minorities to the democratic structures. This is very important from the point of 
view of democracy. I consider the parliament as a stronghold of democracy and the demo-
cratic system. Every country needs a parliament to settle its problems in a democratic and 
fair way. Azerbaijan is geographically situated at the cross-section of Europe and Asia. I 
believe that your people will take advantage of this fact. Political leaders of Azerbaijan 
have always declared that they support expansion of the international relations. Switzerland 
highly appreciates these efforts as a neutral observer. Switzerland is ready to develop bilat-
eral relations with Azerbaijan and is interested in the establishment of multi-sided links. In 
conclusion, I wish success to the Government, Parliament and people of Azerbaijan. 
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Mrs. Christine 
Egerzegi-Obrist, 
Member of the 
Parliament of the 
Swiss Confederation 
believes that extension 
of suffrage to women 
in Azerbaijan in 1918 
was the greatest 
achievement of that 
period.  
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Mr. Janos Horvath
Head of the Hungary-Azerbaijan Inter-Parliamentary 

Friendship Group of the Hungarian National Assembly 

Today is an important day for Azerbaijan. On the occasion of the 90th anniver-
sary of the Azerbaijani Parliament I’ve brought the greetings from the speaker of 
the Hungarian Parliament, 360 MPs, and the 10-million Hungarian people in gen-
eral. I am very glad to have an opportunity today to express my greetings here. 
Your parliament carries out enormous work to bring our nations closer. We also 
aim at expanding our relations with Azerbaijan and increase the number of energy 
projects. Azerbaijan always seeks new methods to transport energy to Europe. We 
highly appreciate Azerbaijan’s initiatives in this regard.  

Azerbaijan successfully settles the problems encountered. I would like to bring 
Azerbaijan as a global example. My second profession is an economist. I refer to 
Azerbaijan in my lectures as a good model of rapid economic growth. If such eco-
nomic development is achievable in Azerbaijan, then it is possible in other coun-
tries as well. 

I invite the Azerbaijani parliamentarians to Hungary. Come visit our Parliament, 
so we can expand our relations. Thank you. 
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Mr. Janos Horvath, who is also an economist, refers to Azerbaijan as a graphic 
example of rapid economic growth in his lectures.
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Mr. Mohsen bin Muhammad Aal
Head of the Azerbaijan-Saudi Arabia Interparliamentary 

Friendship Group of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

I’ve brought greetings to you from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Qiblah 
of Muslims (direction to which a Muslim turns while praying). I am very glad 
of having an opportunity to congratulate the fraternal people of Azerbaijan and 
its Parliament on the 90th anniversary.  

The merits of the heads of our states are tremendous in the development of 
relations between Azerbaijan and Saudi Arabia. Due to their efforts, excellent 
relations have been established between the two countries. Inshallah, these 
relations will be further developed and cover all sectors. I wish stability and 
prosperity to the fraternal Azerbaijani people.   

Distinguished speaker of the Milli Majlis Ogtay Asadov, I express profound 
gratitude to you for the invitation, wonderful reception, and frankness we have 
faced in your country. I would also like to thank Mr. Fattah Heydarov, the 
chairman of the Azerbaijan-Saudi Arabia Friendship Group of the Milli Majlis, 
for the hospitality and sincere attitude.
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Foreign guests attending the anniversary celebrations repeatedly expressed their satisfaction 
with sincere reception, high hospitality and friendly attitude.
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The solemn ceremony dedicated 
to the 90th anniversary of the 
Azerbaijani Parliament was 

held in the Gulustan Palace. 
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